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When Madeleine L’Engle wrote A Wrinkle in Time in 1962, the medium of a novel allowed her to 
create five wondrous and imaginative worlds. In our production, we face the challenge of 
adapting these planets into reality onstage. Each of the worlds Meg, Calvin, and Charles Wallace 
travel to are vastly different from one another. Therefore, we have imagined an ensemble of 
librarians to help recreate each world and portray their inhabitants. These librarians embody the 
1962 setting through their movements, dances, hair, costumes, and sometimes, even scenic 
elements. Before the internet and smart phones allowed us to instantly access information and 
stories, librarians were there to offer their guidance as to where information about a specific 
subject could be found. Or they helped to guide people to a book or story that could change their 
life — like in our production.

Despite winning numerous awards for children’s literature, A Wrinkle in Time has been challenged 
since the rise of censorship in public schools and libraries in the mid-1970s, which was likely a 
reaction to the perceived permissiveness of the 60s. It was first challenged by a parent in a Florida 
elementary school in 1985 for promoting witchcraft, crystal balls, and demons. It was similarly 
challenged in Alabama in 1990 and in North Carolina in 1996 for supposedly undermining 
religious beliefs. These challenges solidified A Wrinkle in Time as a banned book and it held the 
#23 spot on the American Library Association’s Most Frequently Challenged Books list from 1990-
1999.

You will notice that Charles Wallace has a proclivity for Bible study, an alien song is translated 
into a Bible verse, and Mrs. Who confirms that Jesus worked alongside figures like Buddha and 
Ghandi to fight the Black Thing, the symbol of great evil. Christian and conservative parents and 
school administrators felt that L’Engle was disrespectfully equating these figures with Jesus. 
Additionally, Meg’s Guides—Mrs. Who, Mrs. Whatsit, and Mrs. Which—are witch-like figures, 
thus raising some concerns about an occult presence in this story. What these readings fail to 
understand is that L’Engle, a devout Christian, is emphasizing the all-encompassing nature of 
God’s Love. As our production begins, you will see some librarians come from a protest, carrying 
signs opposing segregation, corporal punishment, police brutality, and book banning. Though 
these issues are strongly rooted in the context of 1962, they are absolutely relevant to the cultural 
and political landscape of 2023, which is surely concerned with educational reform and violent 
law enforcement. There is also a contemporary trend to question the validity of scientific fact, 
which is crucial in this story. We encourage you to consider the similarities between Meg’s world 
and our own.

We begin on Earth, and Meg Murry is lost. Her father is missing, she has trouble at school, and she 
cannot seem to control her emotions. As the years pass since her father’s disappearance, Meg tries 
to find emotional outlets to little success. Knowingly or not, Meg employs the scientific method 
of trial and error to work towards understanding her emotions. Her process is full of failures and 
new hypotheses. Through her journey, Meg gains confidence from her incredible experiences and 
the love of those around her. Guided by fantastical characters, Meg learns to accept that nobody— 
not her, not Father, not even the Guides— has all the answers. She embraces her flaws and asks 
for help when she needs it. Her journey is not easy, its challenges transform her, and she learns the 
magical power of Love. We encourage you to consider the role that Love plays in your life journey 
and how it can better the greater world around us.
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We dedicate this show to all the librarians! They are our everyday heroes and they don’t get 
enough respect.  In this theatrical version of Madeleine L’Engle’s classic story, we have made 
librarians the true protagonists. We’ve imagined a chorus of twelve magical librarians who have 
been called to this place (this theatre) to assist and mentor Meg Murry. Through the course of the 
play, they help Meg face her own darkness, despair and self-loathing. As she travels through time 
and space to rescue her father and younger brother, she discovers her true purpose, and realizes 
that she is responsible for creating her own sense of meaning. As she explores the farthest reaches 
of the universe, she proves that nihilism, cynicism, greed, cruelty, selfishness, and everything evil 
can only be defeated by love. In the end she realizes how much love she has inside her and that 
only by expressing her love can she bring the universe back into balance. I was about Meg’s age 
when I learned that. I learned that by reading A Wrinkle in Time, and it was a LIBRARIAN who 
gave it to me!  Thank you librarians!
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