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SPECIAL THANKS

From the playwright: many, many thanks to those who have helped to bring Tall Enough to the stage
including the amazing Theatre School at DePaul University, Phil Timberlake, Michelle Lopez-Rios,
Chris Anthony, The Cunningham Family, the Tall Enough cast and crew, Brennetta Simpson, Adam
Burke, David Kilpatrick, Basil Clunie, Aurelia Clunie, and finally to the unnamed angels who have
blessed the play along the way. Thank you all for gracing this project with your kindness, talent, and

support! May the journey continue!

DRAMATURGY NOTE

moments of fear can be our greatest asset.

and breathe.

“Screaming all around me. But me? I breathe.” -Kamal, Tall Enough

Have you ever felt fear? Hands shaking, heart racing, fight-or-flight kind of fear. In such turbulent
times, you likely have. Fear is one of the seven universal emotions all humans experience.
However, not all fears are the same. Some fears, like heights and the dark, come from the survival
instinct humans have to protect themselves from danger. Other fears, such as Asia’s fear of
rollercoasters, comes from situations our brains deem hazardous.

While fear can be destabilizing, it is also a natural and necessary safety measure we take
instinctually to protect ourselves. Fear begins in the mind and ripples out into the body so that we
can respond swiftly to dangerous situations. The connection between the mind and the body in

When we experience fear, our first instinct is to fight, run, or freeze. When encountering fear about
going on the Thunderbeast, Asia’s first instinct was to freeze. Yet, even with so much fear, it is
through using the breath that Asia faced that fear. Even when we have nothing else, we have our
breath: the life force that keeps us alive and soothes our nervous system. To put it in

scientific terms, the vagus nerve is what connects our brains to our bodies. When we begin to
deepen our breath, the vagus nerve sends a signal to the brain that it is time to relax. Our minds
and our bodies are in constant communication with one another, so when we are able to use our
breath, something physical, it translates into using our brain, something mental. Fear causes our
minds to race, telling us the only way to not get hurt is to keep moving. Even so, we experience
peace from slowing down and breathing, much like how Asia was able to move through fear. The
next time you are feeling that hands shaking, heart racing, fight-or-flight fear, take Kamal’s advice

-Leah Geisler, Dramaturg

BIOGRAPHIES

Simone Brazzini [they/them] (Asia Robinson)
BFA4/ Acting. Simoné 1s an actor/filmmaker
born in Lima, Peru and raised in Dallas, Texas.
They moved to Chicago to pursue a BFA in
acting with a minor in film production, and are
currently on track to graduate from The Theatre
School in June. Recent credits include How to
Clean Your Room (and remember all your trauma),
The Fantasticks, an all Latinx reading of The River
Bride, and Polaroid Stories. Other than acting,
Simone loves rock climbing, hiking, writing
poetry, and making films. They are also

assionate about inclusion in media. Simone

elieves that art and media need to reflect our
current society when it comes to queer, bipoc,
and neurodiverse representation.

Carl Collins [he/they] (Kamal Davis) BEA3/
Acting. Carl is from Houston, Texas. This is his
first main stage show! His Theatre School credits
include Our Lady of 121st Street 1(Flip Johnson).
Alongside acting; Carl wrote, filmed and
directed his short film “I Think I Love You?” this
this past spring in company with Asha Houston.
There is opportunity everywhere, explore!

Adrien-Sophia Curry [they/them] (Voiceovers)
BFA1/Comedy Arts.” Adrién-Sophia is from
Pittsburgh, Pehnsylvania, and is thrilled to be
making their mainstage debut in Tall Enough.
They are a performer, writer, and artist,
dedicated to being joyfully weird. Credits
include Clue On Stage (Mrs. Peacock) and
Ouerpass (Alex) in a student-produced prototype
at The Theatre'School.

Eliana Deckner-Glick [she/her] (Blue Clown)
BFA3/ Acting. Eliana is an artist from Atlanta,
Georgia. Credits include The Seagull ;Masha),
Barbecue (Barabara), Desdemona’s Child (Bitter I),
and Machinal (Ensamble). Storytelling is Eliana’s
favorite passion and she’s so excited to share this
brand new story with y’all!

Asha Houston [she/her] (Ife Pep le{ BFA3/

Acting. Asha is an actress from Philadelphia.

Theatre School credits include CTRL+ALT+

DELETE (Ensemble), Barbecue (Marie), Machinal

Young Woman/ Girg, and Everybody (Somebody
. Asha is also the 2021-2022 ItKin/Healy
ndowed Scholar.
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Jack Melcher [he/him] (Yellow Clown) BEA3/
Comedy Arts. Jack is from Martinez, California,
and is thrilled to be a part of this exciting world

Fremiere. He would like thank his friends and
amily for their continued support. Jack has
Freviousl been seen in some comedy arts events
hat have been produced in the past year.

Sam Mullaney Ehe / himL( Teddy Stringer) BFA3/
Acting. Sam hails from the greatest state in all of
America: New Jersey. He has awesome hair and
also loves his family very much. Past Theatre
School credits: Pieces that Remain (Westle P]ones),
Peerless (D), Machinal (Filing Clerk/ Manz riest),
Barbecue f hite James T), and Last Call (Ronald
Thorpe) Instagram: @Samdmullaney

Annie Reznik [she/her] (Gabby Belmonte) BEA4/
Acting. Annie is an actor, singér, comedian &
aspiring good-trouble maker trom Los Angeles.
She spent last summer working as a production
assistant at NBC Universal. Annie dreams of
establishing a career rooted in inclusive,
multicultural collaboration, and the pursuit of
progressive change in the entertainment industry
and the world at large. Previous credits: Detroit
‘67 (Carolineé Polaroid Stories (Philomel),
Bachelorette (Gena), The Fantasticks (El1 Gallo) and
Dis/Ease. Annie was honored to portray Sue-icide
in the LA workshop of new musical Home Street
Home at Center Theatre Group. She is passionate
about projects that center on racial justice, Black
]Lo , celebrating Black women, womanism,

BTQ+ and disability rights and
representation, Jewish history and identity,
mental health, Palestinian rights, and all forms of
multicultural exploration.

Gloria Bond Clunie [she/ herﬂ (Playwright)
Gloria is an award-winning playwiight, director
and educator. She is a founding member of the
Playwriting Ensemble at Chicago’s regional Tony
Award-winning Victory Gardens Theater where
her plays North Star, Living Green, and Shoes
Eremlered; and the founding Artistic Director of

vanston’s Fleetwood-Jourdain Theatre. Other
works by this Northwestern University graduate
%B.A. Theater, MFA: Directing) include Smoke,

lu, guark, Buck Naked, Bankruiptcy, Mercy Rising,
and A Shot:#Love Srories Inspired by Black Lives
Matter. TYA plays include 51/ Wonderful Birthday
Suit, The Last Stop on Market Street, Mirandy and
Brother Wind, and Night of the Fire Rain. Theaters
fz[res.entin her work incliude The Goodman,

orizon Theatre Compang Triad Stage,
American Blues Theatre, hicago Children’s
Theater, Children’s Theater of Charlotte, Dallas
Children’s Theatre, Bay Area Children’s Theatre
and Nashville Shakes. This Dramatist Guild
Fellow has numerous awards including a
Chicago Jeff award, Theodore Ward
African-American Playwriting Prizes, NEA and
[llinois Arts Council Fellowships, a Children’s
Theatre Foundation of America Medallion, a
YWCA YWomen Leadership Award, and the
Evanston M%yor's Award for the Arts. This year,
Sweet Water Taste was performed at Orlando
Shakespeare in January and she is thrilled Tall
Enough at The Theatre’School and her musical
Griaffes Can’t Dance at Omaha’s Rose Theatre
will'both Ipremiere this April, Last S toE on Market
Street will be at First Stage in Milwaukee, and her
adaptation of The Hula Hooopin’ Queen )
commissioned by Childsplay and Imagination
Stage, will be produced in 2023. She is grateful
to the Cunningham Commission and all of the
creative theater sFirits at DePaul University who
have brought Tall Enough to life!

Abby West [she/her] (Scenic Designer) BFA3/
Scene De51gg1. Abby is originally from Nashville,
Tennessee, but has been hvirﬁm Chicago for
three years now. Her recent Theatre School
credits include Squirrel Girl Goes to College (Asst.
Scenic Designer) and Fefu and Her Friends (Paint
Charge). This summer, she will be working as a
scenic art intern at the Contemporary American
Theatre Festival in Shepherdstown, West
Virginia.

Megan Pahlow [she/her] (Costume Desiﬁner)
BFA3/Costume Design. Megan is from Roun
Lake, Illinois. Her recent Theatre School credits
include MessFest Comedy Festival (Costume
Designer) and Fefu and Her Friends (Asst.
Costume Designer). Megan is excited to be a
part of Chicago Playworks and hopes the show
can spark interest in the arts for children in the
Chicago Public School System.

Mel Williams [she/her] (Lighting Designer)
BFA4/Lighting Design. Mel is a Chicago-based
freelance iﬁhtmg designer, electrician, and artist.
Previous Theatre School credits include Squirrel
Girl Goes to College (Asst. Lighting Designer),
MessFest Comedy Festival (Lightin Demﬁner), Exit
the King (Lighting Designer), and Brooklyn Bridge
(Production Electrician). mwilliamslighting.com

Felix Schauz [he/ h‘irn]1 (Sound Designer) BEA4/
Sound Desll:gn, Originally hailing from Munich,
Germany, Felix entered the world of sound
design while growing up in Los Angeles,
California. Prior Theatre School credits include
Blood WeddirczfgéSound Designer), Ring Round the
Moon (Sound Designer), Orie Flea Spare (Sound
Designer), Nelghborhooa/ 3: Requisition of Doom

Associate Sound Designer), and Fefu and Her

riends (Sound Technician). Felix will be
?raduatmg in the spring and begin work on a

ravel and motorcycle independent
documentary.

F. Grant Palmer [he/ him]F( Projection Designer)
BFA3/Projection Design. F. Grant is from
Madison, Wisconsin. He has worked on Polaroid
Stories, V.I.P., and MessFest Comedy Festival at The
Theatre School, as well as Relentless at Timeline
Theatre. F. Grant has worked at VYV, a media
server manufacturer since 2019 and has had the
opportunity to work for clients such as Jennifer
Lopez and The Museum of The Bible.

oe Hocking [he/him] (Technical Director) BEA4/

heatre Technology. Joe is a jack-of-all-trades,
originally from the' western suburbs of Chicago.
This is Joe’s final production at The Theatre
School before he graduates in June. His
favorite credits include: Detroit ‘67 (Asst.
Technical Director), Everybody (Technical
Director), Come Back Little Sheba (Technical
Director), Luchadora! (Lead Carpenter), and
Honey Girls (Carpenter). He is forever grateful for
all the memories from the past four years!

Leah Geisler [they/she] (Dramaturg) BEA3/
Dramaturgy & Criticism. Leah is a dramaturg,
archivist, and artist from Dallas, Texas. Previous
dramaturgy credits include Dance Nation and 715
Pearl Street’and Fefu and Her Friends. Leah is also
the dramaturg for Survived By this year, along
with being the co-editor of “The Grappler.”

Kate Petralia [she/her] (Production Stage
Mlmageg BFA4/Stage Management. Kate is from
Portland, Oregon. Her Theatre School credits
include Fefu and Her Friends (Stage Manager),
Neighborhood 3: Requisition of Doom (Stage
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Manager), and Our Lady of Kibeho (Asst. Stage
Manager). Kate is also in the process of earning a
BS in Environmental Science.

Sarah Matthews [she/her] &(,Sta%e Manager)
BFA3/Stage Management. Sarah is from
Yadkinville, North Carolina. Her Theatre School
credits include Defroit ‘67 (Stage Manager),
MessFest Comedy Festival (Stage Mana e;?, V.LP.

Asst. Stage Manager) and Come Back, Little Sheba

Asst. Stage Manager). In the fall, Sarah will be
working on Goosebumps The Musical: Phantom of
the Auditorium (Production Stage Manager).

Angelina “Juno” Pacheco [they/them)] (Asst.
Costume Designer) BEA2 /Costume De51%n. uno
is from Tacoma, Washington. This will be their
first production on a design team at The Theatre
School, with their last theatre credit being the
assistant wardrobe supervisor for Detroit” 67.
Juno appreciates the chance to finally get back to
theatre in person this year. Enjoy thé show!

Felix Correa-Priest [he/him] (Asst. Director)
BFA4/Playwriting. Other assistant directin
credits at The Theatre School include Everll{ ody
(2021) and You On the Moors, Now (2020). Felixis
also working to put together his supported
workshop for his play A Los Angeles Mural
during this year’s Wrights of Spring Festival. He
is so happy with all the work that has been put
into this project and hopes you enjoy the show.

%ack O’Connor (Asst. Lightin fg Designer) BEA3/
heatre Arts. Jack is originally from Boston but
loves living in Chicago, where he can usually be
found working downtown in theatres or upfown
at Wrigley Field during baseball season. He’s
been honored to help briﬂf Tall Enough to life,
and would like to thank Mel and Aidan for all
their hard work!

Dwight Bellisimo [he/ him]B(Asst. Projection
Designer) BEA2/Projection Design. Dwight is a
multi-disciplinary artist from California
currently residing in Chicago. In addition to
working within all disciplines of theatre, Dwight
enjoys making satirical music, performing under
the alias Dwizzle D.

Casey Fort [he/him] (Asst. Stage Manager) BFA2/
Stage Management. Casey is from Anaheim,
California who is thrilled to be a part of his first
Playworks production at The Theatre School. His
revious credits include Fefu and Her Friends
Asst. Stage Manager), Peeiless (Asst. Stage Man-
a erz, and Little Shop of Horrors (Ftage Manager).
ext fall, he will stage manage Three Antarcticas,
supported by his GODparent Rachel Silver.

Rachel Silver [sheB/ they%(Asst. Stage Muna%er/
Script Supervisor) BEA3/Stage Management.
Rachel is from West Hartford, Connecticut, but is
now a registered Georgia voter. Previous Theatre
School credits include Fefu and Her Friends
(Production Stage Manager), Everybody (Asst.

Stage Manager), and Sunset Baby (Etage
Managerf]. In the fall, you can catch her back on a
team with her god kid, Casey, on Three
Antarcticas!

Grace Adams [she/her]| (Asst. Technical Director)
BFA2/Theatre Technology. Grace is from St.
Charles, Illinois. Her recent credits at The
Theatre School include Peerless (Lead Carpenter)
and Tartuffe (Technical Director). She is a
carpenter in The Theatre School’s scene shop and
will be an assistant technical director on Three
Antarcticas in the fall.

Ethan Craig [he/him] (Asst. Technical Director)
BFA4/Theatre echnology. Ethan is a carpenter,
welder, drafter, and protessional pirate from
Erie, Pennsylvania. His recent Theatre School
work includes Fefu and Her Friends (Technical
Director) and Everybody (Asst. Technical
Director). On this production, he drafted and
helped build the back walls and ticket booth.

Chris Cook [he/him] (Assoc. Sound Designer)
BFA3/Soun Des1§n. Chris comes from the
southwest side of Atlanta, and since his arrival to
Chicago has built a career as an activist an

music artist. He made his Theatre School debut
with the sound design of Detroit ‘67 in January.
Other works include the founding and directing
of the independent record label, Psycho City
Records, which aims to build community and
careers for creatives of all kinds.

Mackenzie Lutz ][she /her] (First Hand) BFA3/
Costume Technology. Mackenzie is from
Hartford, Wisconsin. Her recent Theatre School
credits include Mess Fest Comedy Festival (First
Hand) and Squirrel Girl Goes to College
(Craftsperson).

Aidan McLeod [he/ himk(Production Electrician)
BFA2/Lighting Design. Aidan is from
Middleton, Wisconsin. Recent Theatre School
credits include Peerless (tLighting Designer), Flgﬁl
and Her Friends (Production Electriciar%%, and Pink
Milk (Lighting Designer). He is currently
assistl.n%| with projection and lighting désign

for Middleton Theatre’s production of Newsies.
Aidan also enjoys working in the Electrics Shop
at The Theatre School, and as a Technical
Manager at the School of Music. He looks
forward to being the assistant lighting designer
for Henry IV this fall in the Healy Theatre.

Vija La]gp [she/her] (Sound Technician) BEA2/
Sound Design. Vija 1s from Orland Park, Illinois.
Her most recent Theatre School credit is Mess
Fest Comedy Festival (Sound Designer).

Lily Boyle [she/they] (Wig & Makeu
Cooyrdim}z,tor)[ BFA3/ ‘XJ g angd Makeu pDesign &
Technology. Lily is from Chicago, Illinois.
Reccent crédits include Fefu and Her Friends
Wi%/ Makeup Crew), The Rover (Dresser), and
ur Lady of Kibeho (Set/Props Crew).

Make a Gift to Support The Theatre School

Donations from alumni, friends, corporations and foundations fund scholarships and programs
that support and enhance the mission of the school to provide the highest level of conservatory
theatre training in the country to a diverse student body. Your gift is tax-deductible to the extent
allowed by law. To donate, visit this link.
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OUR 2021-2022 SEASON

IN THE WATTS THEATRE IN THE HEALY THEATRE
Everybody
by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins
directed by Christine Freije
October 15-24, 2021
(previews 10/13 & 10/14)

MessFest Comedy Festival
directed by Liz Joynt Sandberg
October 29-November 7, 2021

Fefu and Her Friends
by Maria Irene Fornes

directed by Mallory Metoxen

February 11-20, 2022

Detroit ‘67
by Dominique Morisseau
directed by Phyllis E. Griffin
January 28-February 6, 2022

(Previews 2/9 & 2/10) (Previews 1/26 & 1/27)
Meeting Points Much Ado About Nothing
by McLennan by William Shakespeare

directed by Megan Carney
May 20-29, 2022
(previews 5/18 & 5/19)

directed by Rebecca Willingham
May 6-15, 2022
(previews 5/4 & 5/5)

CHICAGO PLAYWORKS FOR FAMILIES AND YOUNG AUDIENCES

Squirrel Girl Goes to College: A Squirrel Girl Play
by Karen Zacarias
based on the Marvel Comics by Will Murray & Steve Ditko
directed by Michelle Lopez-Rios
January 18-February 19, 2022

Tall Enough
by Gloria Bond Clunie
directed by Chris Anthony
April 19-May 21, 2022

THE
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AT DePaul University
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