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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

“And talking about death, as we all know, is difficult.”
-Everybody, Branden Jacobs-Jenkins

How do we begin to talk about the magnitude of death and grief that has touched us
all over the past eighteen months? As I type these words, despite effective vaccines that
have allowed many of us to return something approximating “normal” in the United
States, 2,000 people in this country are dying of Covid-19 every day. These numbers no
longer make headlines.

Most of the time, faced with these statistics, the last thing I want to do is talk about
death. I want to distract myself with my busy schedule, my screens, and my work.

But who benefits when I avoid looking death in the face? Not the dead, who I don’t
take the time to honor. Not my closest loved ones, who may need to process their own
grief out loud. Not the communities I care for who are scared and scarred. No, when I
avoid thinking about death, when I focus on staying busy with the tasks in front of me
and ignore the bi%[ picture, I help to reinforce the status quo of late-stage capitalism. I
quietly buy into the notion that I am put on the earth to produce and consume as if life
will go on forever. I avoid the big moral and existential questions that help give life its
shape.

But when I do reckon with the reality of death—when I really hold it in my mind —1I
beFin to think about my time on this Earth differently. I start to cherish the unquantifi-
able things that make my life feel full —solitude, reflection, rest, time with loved ones,
connecting with the natural world, making art. And I feel driven to join the fight for
those policies that could prevent so much unnecessary death and suffering —universal
healthcare, environmental and reproductive justice, affordable housing —and those that
might help us all live with more expansiveness and meaning — universal basic income,
subsidized childcare, and student loan forgiveness.

The stories we tell help shape our reality. When we talk about death, make art about it,
acknowledge it, grieve it, and fight the injustices that cause it, we may begin to see life
more clearly. We might start to recognize and defend all those things that make life
worth living.

Talking about death is difficult, but worth it. Meditating on the subject by working

on this show over the past several weeks has helped me clarify how I want to live my
life—my values, my needs, my desires, and my obligations to those with whom I share
planet. I hope that, as you take this journey with us, it might do the same for you.

-Christine Freije, Director

SPECIAL THANKS
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faculty, staff, students, and workers who gave their time, energy, support, talent, and
good humor to help bring this show to life.
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