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“And talking about death, as we all know, is difficult.” 
-Everybody, Branden Jacobs-Jenkins

How do we begin to talk about the magnitude of death and grief that has touched us 
all over the past eighteen months? As I type these words, despite effective vaccines that 
have allowed many of us to return something approximating “normal” in the United 
States, 2,000 people in this country are dying of Covid-19 every day. These numbers no 
longer make headlines. 

Most of the time, faced with these statistics, the last thing I want to do is talk about 
death. I want to distract myself with my busy schedule, my screens, and my work.

But who benefits when I avoid looking death in the face? Not the dead, who I don’t 
take the time to honor. Not my closest loved ones, who may need to process their own 
grief out loud. Not the communities I care for who are scared and scarred. No, when I 
avoid thinking about death, when I focus on staying busy with the tasks in front of me 
and ignore the big picture, I help to reinforce the status quo of late-stage capitalism. I 
quietly buy into the notion that I am put on the earth to produce and consume as if life 
will go on forever. I avoid the big moral and existential questions that help give life its 
shape.

But when I do reckon with the reality of death—when I really hold it in my mind—I 
begin to think about my time on this Earth differently. I start to cherish the unquantifi-
able things that make my life feel full—solitude, reflection, rest, time with loved ones, 
connecting with the natural world, making art. And I feel driven to join the fight for 
those policies that could prevent so much unnecessary   death and suffering—universal 
healthcare, environmental and reproductive justice, affordable housing—and those that 
might help us all live with more expansiveness and meaning—universal basic income, 
subsidized childcare, and student loan forgiveness.

The stories we tell help shape our reality. When we talk about death, make art about it, 
acknowledge it, grieve it, and fight the injustices that cause it, we may begin to see life 
more clearly. We might start to recognize and defend all those things that make life 
worth living.

Talking about death is difficult, but worth it. Meditating on the subject by working 
on this show over the past several weeks has helped me clarify how I want to live my 
life—my values, my needs, my desires, and my obligations to those with whom I share 
planet. I hope that, as you take this journey with us, it might do the same for you.

-Christine Freije, Director

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

SPECIAL THANKS
Thanks to Aurelia Clunie, Damon Kiely, Stephanie LeBolt, Mallory Metoxen, Lisa Portes, 
Amanda Pulcini, Phil Timberlake, and Solomon Weisbard. Our deepest thanks to all the 
faculty, staff, students, and workers who gave their time, energy, support, talent, and 
good humor to help bring this show to life.
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Christian Morris [he/they] (Usher/
Understanding) MFA2/Acting. Previous credits 
include Cinderella (Ensemble) and Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (Issicar) at 
Flatrock Playhouse; and Hip Hop Lear (King Lear) 
with Alliance Theatre. Christian is so excited to 
share what this team has created!

Esho Rasho [he/him] (Love) BFA3/Acting. Esho 
is a Middle Eastern American artist from Skokie, 
Illinois and makes his mainstage debut as Love. 
Previous Theatre School credits include No//Body 
and Stupid F*cking Bird (Con). Upcoming: Meeting 
Points. Esho is represented by BMG Models 
Chicago.

Lauren Skelton [she/her] (Death) MFA3/Acting.
Lauren is an Ohio-born, Seattle-cultivated mul-
tidisciplinary artist who loves hyphens. Favorite 
credits include Come Back, Little Sheba (Lola), 
Independence (Jo), The Burlesque Hall of Fame 
Weekender in Las Vegas, and the Seattle Festival 
of Improv Theater. Lauren is looking forward 
to playing Julia in The Theatre School’s winter 
production of Fefu and Her Friends.

Anne Shook [she/her] (Girl/Time) BFA4/Acting. 
Anne is a writer and actor from Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Her recent Theatre School credits 
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(Bernadette), and Bachelorette (Katie).

Asha Houston [she/her] (Somebody 2) BFA3/
Acting. Asha is from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Past Theatre School credits include Machinal 
(Ensemble), Barbecue (Marie), and Ctrl + Alt + 
Delete (Ensemble).

Olemich Tugas [he/him] (Somebody 3) BFA4/
Acting. Olemich is an acgtor from Huntley, 
Illinois. He is excited to make his post-pandemic 
mainstage debut in Everybody. Olemich was the 
2020 Rhoda Pritzker honorary scholar and most 
recently the 2021 Julia K. & Adolph Olsansky 
honorary scholar. Theatre School credits include: 
Mudlarks (Jake), Oblivescence (Peter), God of 
Carnage (Alan), Antigone (Creon), Blood Wedding 
(Leonardo), and Doctor Faustus (Rafe). 
Upcoming: Much Ado About Nothing.

Antonio Banks [he/him] (Somebody 5) MFA3/
Acting. Born and partially raised in Chicago, 
Antonio is an actor from Minneapolis, where he 
learned firsthand about theatre and acting. He 
has participated in Tasha Smith’s Acting 
Workshop (TSAW) at The National Black Theatre 
in Harlem, New York. Most recent Theatre 
School credits include Sunset Baby (Kenyatta) and 
American Teenager (Ensemble).

Christine Freije [she/her] (Director) MFA2/
Directing. Christine is a director and deviser 
from Philadelphia. She is grateful to be returning 
to live theatre at The Theatre School after 
assistant directing Blood Wedding and 
directing The Gap online last year. Favorite 
projects outside of The Theatre School include 
Song of My Self-Care with Jimmy Grzelak; Shrew 
with Reject Theatre Project; and Dream-Rushes 
with Theatre Contra.

Amanda Pulcini [she/her] (Choreography/
Intimacy Facilitator) Intimacy Direction - Pig and 
Maz and Bricks (DePaul); My Name is Inanna (Red 
Tape). Acting - The Theatre School: Oresteia 
(Klytemnestra), Polaroid Stories (G), Twelfth Night 
(Olivia), Oedipus the King (Jocasta) NYC: Lend 
Me A Tenor (Gallery Players), A Summer Rose in 
Winter (reading- Frostbite Productions), Miss Julie 
(educational-Columbia University- Ann Bogart), 
How to Put Out a Fire (48 Hours in El Bronx). 
Regional: Pittsburgh CLO, Quantum Theatre, 
North Shore Music Theatre, Westchester 
Broadway Theatre. TV: The Big Leap (Fox). 
Film: Like You Do (On The Rocks Productions), 
Cheaters, Fix You (Batista Productions). Producer: 
Broadway Sings at St. Paul’s, Pocono Mountains 
Music Festival. BFA, Shenandoah 
Conservatory. MFA Acting, The Theatre School 
at DePaul University. www.AmandaPulcini.com 

Sophie DiCenso [she/her] (Scenic Designer) 
BFA4/Scenic Design. Sophie is a designer and 
painter originally from Columbus, Ohio, 
wrapping up her last year at The Theatre School. 
Previous credits include Lunch Money 
(Designer), Come Back, Little Sheba (Designer), 
and Polaroid Stories (Asst. Designer). Sophie 
enjoyed her time working on Everybody these 
past months and can’t wait to see what the rest 
of the year holds!

Madeleine Shows [she/her] (Costume 
Designer) BFA3/Costume Design. Madeleine is 
from Oakland, California, where she started her 
first costume design and construction projects. 
Due to the pandemic, this is will be her first time 
going through the entire design process at The 
Theatre School, as her assistant design projects 
(Marie Antoinette and Fantastic Mr. Fox) were cut 
short in the previous year. For the spring of 2021, 
she completed an independent historical 
costuming project and is currently the assistant 
designer for Tartuffe, which opens in 2022.

Joe Hocking [he/him] (Technical Director) BFA4/
Theatre Technology. Joe is a technical director 
and jack of all trades hailing from the western 
suburbs of Chicago. He is excited to be working
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with this great team for his first in-person 
production since The Before Times. Favorite 
Theatre School credits include Come Back, Little 
Sheba (Technical Direcrtor) and Luchadora! (Lead 
Carpenter).

Artemis Westover [they/them] (Dramaturg) 
BFA2/Dramaturgy. Artemis is a dramatug and 
storyteller from Los Angeles, California. This is 
their first time working on a show at The Theatre 
School. They are honored to have gotten the 
opportunity to work with this amazing company 
of performers!

Liz Bazzoli (Dramaturg) BFA2/Dramaturgy & 
Criticism. Liz is from Cincinnati, Ohio. This is 
Liz’s first show at the Theatre School. Needless to 
say, Liz is thrilled for this production.

Kristina Heiden-Lundberg [she/her] (Stage 
Manager) BFA4/Stage Management. Kristina is a 
stage manager originally from Seattle, 
Washington. Her previous Theatre School credits 
include V.I.P. (Stage Manager), The Tomorrow 
Show (Stage Manager), Our Lady of Kibeho (Asst. 
Stage Manager), and Honey Girls (Asst. Stage 
Manager). Kristina has minors in Social Justice in 
Education, Public Policy, and American Politics. 
You can catch her teaching preschool and stage 
managing Squirrel Girl Goes to College (coming 
this winter)!

Lincoln Harrison [he/him] (Asst. Director) 
BFA4/Theatre Arts. Lincoln is from Chicago. 
His recent Theatre School credits include Exit the 
King (Actor), Ring Round the Moon, and Baking 
with Brecht (Assistant Director). He will be 
co-directing as part of The Theatre School’s Lab 
Series in the spring of 2022.

Felix Correa-Priest [he/him] (Asst. Director) 
BFA4/Playwriting. This is Felix’s first mainstage 
production at The Theatre School. He hopes you 
enjoy your time watching the show.

Rachel Silver [she/her] (Asst. Stage Manager) 
BFA3/Stage Management. Rachel is from West 
Hartford, Connecticut but is now a registered 
Georgia voter. Her Theatre School credits include 
Sunset Baby (Stage Manager) and The Rover (Asst. 
Stage Manager). This winter, Rachel will be 
the Production Stage Manager for Fefu and Her 
Friends in the Watts theatre.

Ethan Craig [he/him] (Asst. Technical Director) 
BFA4/Theatre Technology. Ethan is a technical 
drafter and scenic carpenter from Erie, 
Pennsylvania. His recent Theatre School credits

include Brooklyn Bridge (Carpenter) and Polaroid 
Stories (Lead Carpenter).

Kat Hasanov [she/her] (Charge Artist) BFA4/
Scene Design. Kat is a designer and painter 
originally from Chicago. Her most recent project 
was an independent design of Dance Nation, and 
she’s previously worked on Measure for Measure 
(Scenic Designer) and Neighborhood 3: Requisition 
of Doom (Asst. Scenic Designer). She is thrilled 
to be collaborating with this incredible team and 
cast.

Alex (Glory) Bell [they/them] (Craftsperson) 
BFA4/Costume Technology. Alex is from 
Atlanta, Georgia. Their Theatre School 
experience includes Brooklyn Bridge (Stitcher), 
She Kills Monsters (Costume Crew), A Dybbuk... 
(Costume Crew), and Oresteia (Costume Crew). 
Alex works in costumes outside of theatre as a 
competitive cosplayer and freelance artisan. 

Greta Gorsuch [she/they] (Draper) BFA4/
Costume Technology. Greta is a costume 
technician from Chicago. Everybody will be their 
first major production at The Theatre School 
since the start of the pandemic. Greta also does 
freelance commissioned costumes outside of The 
Theatre School.

Sam Lancaster [he/him] (Lead Carpenter) BFA2/
Theatre Technology. Sam is a theatre technician 
from Omaha, Nebraska. Upcoming credits 
include Detroit ‘67 (Asst. Props Director) and 
Much Ado About Nothing (Asst. Technical 
Director).

Noah Abrams (Master Electrician) BFA3/
Theatre Technology. Noah is a theatre technician
and electrician who prides himself on all of 
his overhire work around the city of Chicago 
and is thrilled to start working on productions 
post-pandemic.

Olivia Volk [she/her] (Props Artisan) BFA2/
Scene Design. Olivia is a scenic designer from 
Hermosa Beach, California. Recent credits 
include She Kills Monsters (Props Lead) and 
MessFest Comedy Festival (Scenic Designer). 
She is looking forward to a year full of painting 
and sewing lessons along with working in the 
scene shop.
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IN THE WATTS THEATRE

MessFest Comedy Festival
directed by Liz Joynt Sandberg
October 29-November 7, 2021

Fefu and Her Friends
by Maria Irene Fornes

directed by Mallory Metoxen
February 11-20, 2022

(Previews 2/9 & 2/10)

Meeting Points
by McLennan

directed by Megan Carney
May 20-29, 2022

(previews 5/18 & 5/19)

IN THE HEALY THEATRE

Everybody
by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins
directed by Christine Freije

October 15-24, 2021
(previews 10/13 & 10/14)

Detroit ‘67
by Dominique Morisseau

directed by Phyllis E. Griffin
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CHICAGO PLAYWORKS FOR FAMILIES AND YOUNG AUDIENCES

Squirrel Girl Goes to College: A Squirrel Girl Play
by Karen Zacarías

based on the Marvel Comics by Will Murray & Steve Ditko
directed by Michelle Lopez-Rios

January 18-February 19, 2022

Tall Enough
by Gloria Bond Clunie

directed by Chris Anthony
April 19-May 21, 2022
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